Positive
Training

for

Positive

People

INSIDE THIS
ISSUE:

Well dones!

Theme Night
Updates

Irish Retriever
Rescue

Motivation &
Value

Training Hints &
Tips

Upcoming Events

Wanted / For
Sale

ti

ISSUE NO. JAN/FEB 2009

Welcome!

Hello, and welcome to this, the ing the time out of your busy dries out!!), some possible Pet
first ever Four Paws One Direc- schedules to come along ona  Activity workshops for the

tion Newsletter! | hope you all  cold Wednesday or Friday night Easter holiday, and are hoping
had a good Christmas and New with your canine friends to join  to organize our own Fun Dog
Year, and are looking forward  in with our classes. Show for the Summer (all help
to some more dog training fun with the running of this on the

in 2009! day will be gratefully received!!).

Wedve got some
pipe lines for 2009 for the de-
velopment of Four Paws One
Direction, and
with enthusiasm and optimism,
and hope you will be too!
Firstly, though, many thanks to to Willowbds first f
all of you who have supported petition! Theydre L
theclassessofari t 8s t h §onv\ifh§t haiPwe got in the pipe stars in the making, and training

your keen enthusiasm and dedi- | | o5 for 20 09 ~thepbas |been trergendpys fUi"I Ust
cation to your Iguﬂcgle% aée@oﬁoIJunY?ﬂre 0 v gif a little frustratlng at times
been able to expand our train- | itaskills class for the older due to their 06issue

ing services fagy, gdicfed,dhan at}b‘%“"é’é!oo%"%ﬁ'i“'”gfe?‘p?r's t Pre
dreamed of, and have been able _Agility Groundwork course, ence!)!

to take Four Paws from being a
small club to a small business!
So thank you to you all for tak-

hCen a personal not e,
forward to the star
competitive agility career, with

ehss @irst show on the 1st of
March (arrgh, scary!!), and |
know mum is looking forward

and have other things planned
for the Spring, includingmore Her eds to a fun anc
Agility courses (if the field ever Love and Wags, Shelley & Finn x

Dates for your Diary...

Here are a few dates for forthcoming local events that might be of interest to you. If you know of any

events you think others may be interested in, ju
° 5th-8th Marchi Crufts, Birmingham NEC (not local, we know, but possibly of interest!)

° Monday 4th Mafy North Somerset Agricultural Show, Wraxall

° 27th-30th Mayi Royal Bath & West Show, Shepton Mallet

° Sunday 6th Septemh@rBath Cats & Dogs Home Open Day & Dog Show

° Saturday 12th Septembinrish Retriever Rescue Reunion & Dog Show, Corston
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Congratulations and Wel

Youdve all been wor k iPiegailty Grgu k a®S with your
dogs, and have all been making very pleasinga big well done to the 4 that have almost

progress, so well done to you all! made it throtAglly our first
Particular congratulations go to the following: GF oundwor ké course after
saw the numbers drop! Again, some incredi-

bly bright dogs making some huge leaps in

The Booths & Barney, Charmaine & Gwyn,  their understanding. So well done to Lynne &

Debbie & Megan, Mary & Marilyn, Katherine Lola, Sarah & Izzy, Kay & Daisy, and Bronwyn

& Roxy, Tricia & Meg, Nicky & Mustard, Daveg Sam.

& Marley, Jill & Gypsy, Joanna & Dilla

Puppy Lifeskills course Graduates:

Val & Ellie
Foundation Aqgility Graduates A particularly huge o6well
el 2 (=TT T Well done to Val & Ellie, Kay & Nelly, and ~ Val & Ellie for the phenomenal progress _
o 9 Lynne and Sammy for completing our first t heydve been making ih thi
Tl sy el Foundation Agility cdQmnpassing thelBenze GapcCiigenwith d | o f

the progress youdve & BawlgsspgHokmance tp working off lead
and successfully running an agility course.

Not bad for a rescue dog \
near others or off lead!

Theme Night Updates...

Nigh As most of you may know, the lastweekof t he stool & trick, and to |
ght for the i ) _ N .

every month in our Junior & Improvers earning the O6Happiest Worl
Junior & Lifeskills classes i <ialdeal donect@Shaley H& dlfiedor theT h e me
Nightd to add in a bihtugef pvagiretsy ameyldivehtmad ¢
Improvers hearted fun! weeks.

The next Theme

Lifeskills classes The Theme of Januar y Intha Bnprovérs Werlkctass, Geranm& Rayh o s e
_ who attended were given some instruction wer e awarded best trick f
will take place on on how to train their dogs to do a variety of  efforts, and 9 year old Bernese J\hay was

i i 211 - O i
25th & 27th Feb! tricks, some of which \{vere ably (?!') demon- awar de d. the 6Happiest Worl
strated by the lovely Finn! endless enthusiasm!

Well done to Sally & Blue for earning the The next Theme Night will take place on 25th
6Best Trickd award i®& 2hWe hWeEed, Jamidowicll aseat
for their quick graspiom@!of the &édstanding on

Irish Retriever Rescue

Several of our club members are has any good fundraising ideas, please talk to
heavily involved in helping the non Pauline or Lynne at club, or visit the website
profit making organization Irish Re-  at www.irishretrieverrescue.com

triever Rescue, which helps to rescue
and rehome unwanted and aban-
doned Retrievers from Ireland, and
we are lucky enough to have some of
these delightful dogs in our classes.

Lola, one of

the IRR
successes

Belinda & Terry, who also train with us, pro-
duce some fantastic merchandise which can be
seen on the website, and they can make per-
sonalized items from photos of your own

dogs, so if you fancy giving a family member

If anyone out there knows anyone (or yourself!) an extra special present, just get
looking for a Retriever, or has the in touch at club or via the IRR website!

time and patience to foster a dog, or
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Motivation & Val

Before training your dog to do the preferences are of our own

anything, your dog needs to be  The science behind this transfer of dogs, so take some time out to

motivated to learn. No dog is value comes from the work of think about what your dog loves

born automatically wanting to Ivan Pavlov and his dogs. Pavlov and make sure you are offering a

please u$ doing what we want rang a bell before the dogs were  worthwhile reward.

becomes exciting and rewarding fed. Within a few repetitions the

by transferring value from the dogs had developed an expectant You get out what you put in!

reward to the behaviour we want, response to the sound of the bell When training our dogs we

so to build an enthusiastic and and began salivating. The bell, should keep in mind that, as with

speedy response we need the which was essentially a neutral ~ many things in life, we get out

reward to be exciting and worth-  stimulus to start with, had taken ~ what we put in! If you want to get

while to our dogs! If what we are  up the value of the food. We now 100% out of your dog, you have

offering in reward of their efforts ~ know this process as classical to put in 100% yourself.

isndt wort hwhi | econditonimguWhendhe gxperi- why

would they want to bother doing  ment was tried in reverse, pre- Moni toring our d 'tude
what wedve t ol d sentingthe food and theh ringing also important in training if your

When wedr e t eac hthebdgl, there wasmoekpectant dog i sndt Osmili e does
haviour or a new piece of equip- response from the dogs (ho saliva-b e havi our , there | f y oul mwta nrte

me nt
that behaviour so that there is
desire and motivation to perform
that behaviour again.

When we pair a higivalue reward
with a behaviour such as running
through a tunnel, the obstacle or
behaviour takes on the value of

the reward, and a transfer of value using food once or twice, and

we 0 r e valugy i ntign at the sau @f the bell) so

forcing that behaviour as you will
therefore no transfer of valué end up building that poor attitude
this is essentially what luring is, so into the end behaviour, and will

we need to be careful when train- get a sluggish, unenthusiastic re-

to get 100%

out of your

ing that we get the timing of the ~ sponse.
presentation of the reward cor- dog, you have
rect to ensure that a transfer of Val ue, val ue, vV a

value takes place. If we are luring So remember any time you are to put in 100%
a behaviour, we should only lure it training something new or are

having a problem teaching some- Y our sel f 0

occurs so that the tunnel now has should then make sure we swap
equal reinforcement value to that to presenting the rewardfterthe
of the reward itself. The dog now behaviour has happened.

has a worthwhile reason to run

fast through the tunnel as he sees It is important to remember that
the tunnel as being as valuable as it is what ourdogdind rewarding
his favourite reward. The same that counts, and not just what we
applies to any behaviour we are  think would be a good reward.
teachindg if we pair that behav- Each dog is different and will find
iour with a highvalue reward, the different things rewarding. In or-
behaviour becomes valuable in  der to get the most out of our

thing, ask yourself where thealue
is for the dog. Is there any value in
doing what you want? Is there any
value in that object or piece of
equipment you are expecting him
to interact with? How can you

add value to the behaviour you
want the dog to perform? Once
you get your head around this
concept of value, all of a sudden
the training process makes much

itself. dogs it is importantto knowwhat mor e sense and youdl!l fipd you
teach your dog anything!
n | | | | | |
[raining Hints & Tips...

° Keep training sessions short and fuseveral shorter ses- ° Be generous with your rewardsremember that dogs
sions throughout the day are better than one longer session. repeat behaviours that they find rewarding.

° When you start training a new exercise, start in a distraction e Dondét raise t wforexamgletwheni a at
free environment to make learning a little easier for your wor king on the 6stayd or oOw
dog. increase both the distance you leave the dog and the

o If your dog is looking a little confused, go back a step and duration of the stay at the same time. Increase one
recap. aspect and establish the behaviour, and then increase

o Vary your rewards so that your RESPTaRPEsnost become bored

o And most of all remember th

with the same old treats. Remember that play can also be
used as a reward.

build good behaviours; at best it only suppresses
unwanted behaviours, and it will almost certainly dam-
age your relationship with your dog.



Upcoming Events...

- . from other users.
Visit our website at

www.fourpawsonedirection.co.uk

Further details of these events will be available
° A Spring/early Summer Fun Dog Show (if anyone
heartheni we dr e | ooking for a flat, open space, Wwi
° A Summer Picnic with optional DeGames Assessment/other fun activities
o A Canine First Aid education session for owners and trainers
I f anyone has any random items they want to add tjlo this [|idgt
we ol | print them in the next edition!
WANTED:
° An indoor agility training venue!! If anyone knows of anyone with a barn going spare or an indoor riding|arena
for hire for several evenings a week, weekends and possible weekday sessions, please let us know!
|}
And Finally...
A man wrote to a smal/l hotel in the Lake District| he planngd
like to bring my dog with me. He is well groomed and very well behaved. Would you be willing to permit me to keep
him in my room with me at night?d6 The reply came [from the Hhot
many years. |In all that time, | 6ve never had a dolg steal tdwe
never had to evict a dog in the middle of the night for beilng
on a hot el bill. Yes, indeed, your dog is welcomel to stay 4t
come to stay here too. o
om e e e e e -
: O Pq |
| 0 Reminders & Important Information
S |
| “ .'.. ") Please note that there will be no Agility training on Sun- |
| .
: 0 ‘.‘ “‘ z day 1st of March or Sunday 3rd of May. There will also be |
I 1 oye o no training on Friday 26th and Sunday 28th of June. |
Copec® |
| IRE :
[ . L . Website Updates
Positive Training for Positive People |
I Remember to keep checking in with our webgit¢he I
| Four Paws One Direction O0News & Eventsd page Iistslthe
I Shelley Jennings formation on the site. I
| 14 Vale View I
| Radstock . .
There are now several video clips of some of our early I
| BA3 3QD
Agility training sessions on the site, and we have our own |
! Phone: 01761 433259 _ I
I _ YouTube page where you can see a few other videos
E-mail: fourpaws@ copeytowers.wanadoo.co.uk r!
[ webve made and can find Iilks
I
| |
|
\
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