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September sun and autur

Iarger scaIF how than aurs, and All the courses have started
What a busy few bId ttoshh itivel ¢ q h
been. As we head towards win- ayery enjoya. e ay out which positively so ar., and we have
Jalsed a cc%n%lderable amount of some fab dogs in the classes!
ter and the o f ar., ) e ;
. money to help fundthe con- Also in the pipelines is a new
perhaps a good time to reflect : . . .
tinuation of their worthy work. 6 Games t o pl ay wi t'}
on the summer and look for- o
. . course, starting in November,
ward to the new year with opti- ) .
. L . for those who want to give their
mism for all it might bring. )
dogs something to

August saw us host our first l ooking for o0for mal

ever Fun Dog Show, and what a
glorious day it was! You can find
a brief report and some pictures
on page 3.

And so to the future...and the
new year will see us launching
our new Agility courses at our
new venue in Bitton (& miles
from Bath & Bristol), which is
massively exciting! After a long
search for a suitable venue,
B&lith West Equestrian offered

We also made a few appear-
ances at public events over the
summer, with a stall at Somer-

val e School 6s G

and running a o N"us a solution, and
dation Agility?d I §n§ &'host of new courses and

Village Day. Both were very workshops there from January.

pleasant days, and we hope t0 The start of September also saw To go with the launch of this,

do a few more of these things  the launch of our newook wedve given the welt
next year. courses at Tunley, starting with overhaul and a new red, white
September 12th saw the Irish  the Emerald, Ruby and Obedi- and black colour scheme to

Retriever Rescue Fun Dog ence for Agility courses, with match the new red and white

Show arrive, and again the sun Rally Obedience and Tricks to  equipment! Go and take a look!
appeared at full force! A slightly follow over the next few weeks. Love and Wags, Shelley & Finn x

Dates for your Diary...

Here are a few dates for our upcoming training events. If you know of any local events you think others may
interested in, just | et us know and wedl I print

° 14th Octh Start of Tricks 2 week minicourse (FULL)

16th Octi Start of newEmerald Lifeskills 6 week course

° 28th Octfi Start of Rally Obedience 4 week course (FULL)

° 28th Octfi Start of Obedience for Agility skills brush -up course (open to existing Agility people)
° 31st Octfi Start of newFoundation Agility 6 week course (FULL)

° 25th Nowfi Start of newGames & Activities 3 week course

° 4th Dedi Start of newTricks 2 week minicourse

° 16th Dec fi Christmas Party!! Everyone invited! 7.00 fi 9.00pm
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Congratulations and Wel

PAGE 2 /

As always, there have been some fab dogs arddSammy, Lynne & JiNjay, and Gill & Lexi. I
fab owners making some wonderful Progress.gaginners Agility Blocks 1&2
Particular congratulations go to the following: I
A odwell doned al so gops t

Puppy Lifeskills course Graduates:

wyn & Sam, Kay M & Daisy, and Lynne & Lola
Will & Ruby, Ros & Monty, Kay & Star, Hilary for completing the Beginners Agility courses.
& Charlie, Pamela & Chika, Claire & lzzy,

Foundation Agility Course

Andrea & Maisie, Katie & Tuula, Sue & Maisie,, R !e .
Richard & Bella, Mrs Baker & Pip, Rory& ~~Nnd another owell dongd t
group for completing the 8 week Foundation |

Buster, and Laura & Mongo. -
Agility course: |

R Jennie & Percy, Philip & Meg, Sue & Clyde, |
Before the new 0C0ul b&de bty eddigh) haficle spdng, | © ¢
in September, wedd begga m¥i%Mirdey fhd $ub, fréhd dckor! | €

Four Paws One Direction Emerald Assess- gie.

ment in our Improvers & Junior Lifeskills _ ) |
classes. Congratulations to the following han-A0-d_Fi nal lyé

dlers and dogs for passing all the criteriawithA huge o6t hanksd to al l of
flying colours: classes and signing up for courses and con- |

Christina & Miller, Kathryn & Roxy, Sue&Pipt inuing to support o u' ef

Caroline, William & Lloyd, Verina & Max, lan appreciated and we love working with you! /
— s s s s e s D e e D e D D D e D Dae e e B Em

Association of INTO Dog

ASSOCIATION OF "‘ Chief trainer Shelley recently became an approved member of the Association of Intuitive Natural
INTO DOGS“ Training for Owners and Dogs (-profit ngeking dr@anido gs 6 f
tion of like-minded trainers who pride themselves on practicing +vamient, respectful methods of

training, behaviour and communication. All members believe that communication and understand-

ing with our dogs is paramount to healthy and happy lives for us all, and guarantee that kind and
gentle methods will be used in training. For more info on the Association, visit the website at
www.intodogs.org.

Emerald Assessment Passes

Common Training Mistal

*Rewarding Wrong Behaviour i *Being Inconsistent -

Dogs do what works for them and will repeat Inconsistency is the fastest way to reduce the

rewarding behaviours. However, sometimes weffectiveness of your dog's experience. Your dog

reward them unintentionally for performing the is likely to best respond to a system in which

wrong behaviour, e.g. if they jump up and weegular actions produce regular results. Inconsis-

push them down, we are inadvertently reward-tency in training conveys a sense of randomness

ing them by giving them attention. to the process and makes it difficult for him to
associate his specific behaviour with specific
result & the key to training.

*Not Giving Enough Rewards During

Training & Treats are an important tool for

dog training. They motivate your dog enough td"‘Being Impatient

continue following your cues. However someDog training can be frustrating as we believe

people are reluctant to use treats or use toothat our dogs should be able to understand what

few, but in the initial stages of training a newve want easily. We live in a world that is so

behaviour you <candt witen focusedon immeatigte résults; ave: Isarn toa n d

the more you reward a new behaviour theexpect that our actions will be met by prompt,

more reliable it will become, so be generous! anticipated responses. However teaching your
dog any new behaviour takes time, patience and
many repetitions.
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“The Four Paws Fun Dog Show

Saturday the 8th of August brought Many thanks to my two judges, Jane

with it the first ever Four Paws One  Holmes and Pauline Hinks, who had som|
Direction Fun Dog Show, and what a really difficult decisions to make in some
brilliant day it was! After several really really hot conditions! And more big

wet weeks, and much panicoverthe 6t hanksdé to all my day,I t o
forecast, the sun shone and it was al- Gill and Sarah for coming down and help-- X
most too hot for the dogs! But we ing us set up and clear away, to Jennie, 2 |

di dndt compl ai n a sPhilip hnel Japet forpuhning ther Waterv e g
en masse to help us raise some moneyBobbing all day, and to Philip for the fab &
for charity and enjoy the sunshine. photos, to Kim for running the Temptation®

Alley all afternoon, and an extra special S i i
On offer for dogs and ownerswere 10 6t hanksd to my mum for helping me wit hI al |
different Novelty classes, a Water the planning, the setting up, the clearing |
Bobbing for Toys Challenge, Tempta- away, and for running the Agility ring all
tion Alley, and a Have AGo Founda- aft ernoon in the baking sunshine! Sheﬁls my
tion Agility ring that kept my mum chief consultant on all matters deglated!

busy running it all day with a constant
queue of keen dogs! The entries for
the classes were sizeable and gave my
judges some difficult decisions. Most
people seemed to go away with a prize
bag or raffle prize, so | think everyone
was happy! The turn out was better
than | could have hoped for, and all the
dogs were brilliantly behaved.

Once all the money raised was

counted and banked, cheques for

£180.25p were sent off to both Val-

grayds Border Collie Rescue and Il rish
Retriever Rescue, so the day was a

success. Watch this space for next

year 6s plans!|!
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Book Revi ews éyKayJennin

The 100 Silliest Things people Say About Dogs Click & Play Agility
By Alexandra Semyonova By Angelica Steinker
This is a fascinating book t héa&toradhryeomnse s ntthea e tteldi n gns adge v @ rt yo

knowso6 about dog behavi our an dhrough &amrbasic groubdwdrk td Idaming howita boild enthtisi- t o
have no basis in truth. There are sections on the myths surround- asm and selfontrol, from teaching the obstacles to how to put it

ing dogsd origins and natur e, alptogptiper. Esing clickey tgainisgspsncipes, and guitiggsgleat enft 0 u g
and feelings, the meaning of dlagsod théduseoarewardsuiand making itlfunhAmgelica putg all the e &

all divided into bitesized chapters, making it easy todipinandoutt r ai ni ng i nto the context of o0ga
of . For example: Oeveryone kn drhisiga mudtead for dng lguddingagibty hprallerk ani mal s

that |ive in a dominance hierarchy. Except that they arendt an
dondt! Recent research has shq:m[gfortJ(;]),at, left to themselves, dog

live as a loose association, gathering for temporary company and

interaction and then going their separate ways with minimal dis- BY Melissa Alexander

agreement. There is no 0l eaderHeafe 0tshea paeckd, baomdk dogs atnryy nteo we
conflict and reach an equilibrium within a group. training. Set out in a questieendanswer format, it covers every-
thing from what clicker training is, to how to start, to how to teach

My only disagreement would be her comments about raw diets, o :
speci fic behaviours. Easy to foll

where she sadly fails to keep up with modern research! Shame, ] . ) i )
because the rest of the book is meticulously researched. A great €XPlains everything you need to know, like how to juggle clicker,
treats and lead, how to add a cue, or how to use a target stick!

read nevertheless!



