
any future developments with 

this matter as and when they 

arise.  

 

So, Iõll end this little section of 

the Newsletter with a toast to a 

long, hot summer and lots of 

fun for you and your lovely 

dogs. And what does every dog 

need on a hot day? Yep, a pad-

dling pool! Hereõs Finn enjoying 

his! 

Love and Wags, Shelley & Finn x 

Welcome to June! May ended 

with glorious sunshine, but June 

hasnõt been quite so sunny yet, 

however Iõm sure the sunshine 

is just around the corner (or 

behind those clouds!). And Iõm 

extremely grateful that the 

weather held for the Picnic on 

the 7th! Thanks to all those 

who attended, and thereõs a 

report on page 3.   

 

With the Picnic gone, our next 

major event is the Fun Dog 

Show in August, and planning is 

well underway, with the beauti-

ful rosettes arriving recently 

which prompted much excite-

ment! We now have judges in 

place, but will be seeking a few 

volunteers to help run a few 

things on the day once we get a 

bit closer to the time and weõd 

be grateful for any offers of 

help! More details to follow 

later on.  

 

So what else is on in the next 

few weeks? Well, there seem to 

be a fair number of local Village 

Days with Fun Dog Shows on 

over the next few weeks which 

can provide a relatively low cost 

but fun afternoon out for family 

members and dogs!  

 

Weõre also considering putting 

on a ôdog-free social eveningõ so 

we could all get to know each 

other without our doggies 

around to occupy our attention 

- any feedback on this idea 

would be welcome!   

 

Weõre still on the hunt for a 

more longer term agility venue, 

so Iõm afraid the wait is still on 

for those of you keen on start-

ing this brilliant sport with us, 

but weõll keep you posted on 

 Here are a few dates for forthcoming local events that might be of interest to you.  If you know of any other 

events that might be of interest, let us know and weõll print them in the next edition. 

 

Sunday 28th June - The Best in the West Companion Dog Show, The Three Magpies, Devizes 

Sunday 2nd August - Stourhead Show with Companion Dog Show, Stourhead House, Mere 

Saturday 8th August ñ12noon Four Paws One Direction Fun Dog Show, Camerton Hall  

Sunday 16th August - Timsbury Horse & Dog Show, Marksbury 

Sunday 6th SeptemberñBath Cats & Dogs Home Open Day & Dog Show 

Saturday 12th September ñIrish Retriever Rescue Reunion & Fun Dog Show, Corston  

Summer sun and fun! 

I N S I D E  T H I S  

I S S U E :  

Congratulations 

& Well Done...  

2 

Kilmersdon  

Village Day  

2 

Leigh on Mendip 

Village Day  

2 

Picnic Report  3 

Meet the Old 

Lady! 

3 

For Sale 4 

Theme Night 

Updates  

4 

Dates for your Diary... 

 

J U N E  2 0 0 9  I S S U E  N O .  4  



P A G E  2  

Willow during one of 

her Clear Rounds  

Congratulations and Well Done... 
Well done to everyone for the continuing 

progress youõve all been showing. 

Particular congratulations go to the following: 

Puppy Lifeskills course Graduates: 

Trudi & Sylar, Susy & Poppy, Michelle & Roxy, 

Sue & Scarlett. 

Emerald Assessment Passes 

Weõve been working through the Four Paws 

One Direction Emerald Assessment in our 

Improvers & Junior Lifeskills classes. Con-

gratulations to the following handlers and 

dogs for passing all the criteria with flying 

colours:                                                 

Shelley H & Alfie, Jennie & Percy, Mary & 

Marilyn, Sal & Blue, Sue & Georgie, Dave, 

Matt & Marley, Bethany & Mustard, Kathryn & 

Roxy, Lynne & Lola, Belinda & Connie, Sarah 

& Izzy 

Kay & Willow 

A special mention goes to my mum and her 

little collie, Willow, who have had a brilliant 

start to their competitive agility career with 

two clear rounds in their first three shows. 

This is a huge achievement for Willow who 

has issues when in close proximity to other 

people and dogs, and so far has coped with 

the show environment very well.  

Belinda, Terry & the Retrievers!  

A big ôwell doneõ to Belinda and Terry for all 

their hard work with their Irish Retriever 

Rescue dogs Connie, Millie and Abbie, and 

for opening their hearts and homes to foster 

a further 3 rescue dogs in recent weeks, one 

of whom they have decided to keep! Some 

might call this madness, others might call it 

generosity of heart, but no-one could ques-

tion their dedication to their dogs!  

More Fun at Leigh on Mendip 
for missing out a bale. Sarah and Izzy gave it a 

go, but Izzy thought the bales were more for 

sniffing than jumping, as did Lynneõs Lola, 

which was fair enough as the bales didnõt really 

look anything like the agility jumps theyõre 

used to! Billy & Lucy put in a good perform-

ance, and it was down to Finn & I to try to win 

the event! Finn put in a couple of brilliantly 

fast performances and smashed the winning 

time by a clear 2 seconds, but unfortunately 

kept cutting the corner of the final bale, and in 

the end ended up with a 5 second penalty! 

Even with this handicap, he managed to 

achieve 10th place, which wasnõt bad! Billy & 

Lucy had the most success in the end, gaining 

3rd place, so well done! A big well done too 

to Edwinaõs new rescue dog Maisie who 

picked up a few rosettes on her first outing! 

The season of Village Days and Fun Dog 

Shows continued on Saturday 20th June with 

the annual Leigh on Mendip Country Fair and 

Dog Show. As with last yearõs Kilmersdon 

day, last yearõs event was pretty wet, but this 

year the sun came out and shone down on a 

lovely afternoon. The usual Novelty classes 

were enhanced by the addition of a new event 

this year - bale jumping! This involved the 

dogs negotiating a row of small hay bales 

against the clock, fastest up and back down 

over the bales winning. This got fairly com-

petitive amongst those of us at the show with 

our agility dogs, and the race to beat the win-

ning time was on! Mum and Willow put in a 

couple of good times, but unfortunately ended 

up with a 5 second penalty on each attempt 

Willow, Izzy & Finn plus 

humans! 

Meet & Greet the  

Retrievers  

Kilmersdon held their annual Village Day and Dog Show on Monday 25th May, and after the event 

was washed out last year, the sun turned out and shone down on this yearõs events. Lynne, Belinda 

and I had a stall next to the dog show to raise a bit of money and awareness for Irish Retriever 

Rescue, and were invited to provide some entertainment during the lunch break. Lynne & Lola and 

Belinda & Connie thrilled and impressed the children with a ôMeet & Greatõ halftime show that had 

the kids swarming into the main ring to join in and make a fuss of the Retrievers. Congratulations 

to all of you who joined in with the dog show and won some prizes, including: 

Best Veteran - 1st Lynne & Jilly-May                            Best Brace - 2nd Lynne with Lola & Connie                                                                           

Waggiest Tail - 4th Ian & Sammy                                 Best Puppy - 1st Apryl & Breeze            

Prettiest Bitch - 3rd Sarah & Izzy                                 Best Trick - 1st Apryl & Trixie 

The Sun Shone on Kilmersdon! 



The Four Paws Picnic + Fun & Games... 
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Sunday the 7th of June brought with it 

the first ever Four Paws One Direction 

Picnic + Fun & Games event. The after-

noon had been designed as a chance 

for all our new human and doggy 

friends to gather together to have a bit 

of fun and socialise. The weather in the 

run up to the event wasnõt particularly 

good, and a few fingers were crossed 

on the Saturday evening, but we need-
nõt have worried as the sun came out 

and the rain stayed away until after 

weõd finished packing everything away 

again, so we couldnõt really have asked 

for more!  

 

The games on offer seemed to be well 

received, and I was really proud of 

everyone for giving it all a go and join-

ing in, and was proud of how well all 

the dogs behaved. The games were all 

hotly contested, with Billy & Lucy just 

pipping Sarah & Izzy in the Scurry Run, 

and several ties in the Water Bobbing 

for Toys. Temptation Alley saw many 

successful dogs resist the pull of the 

food and toys temptingly laid out, al-

though not all managed to avoid the 

pitfalls! The Tunnel Knockout Chal-

lenge was well fought, with all the dogs 

and handlers producing their best per-

formances of the day for this, and 

Bronwyn & Sam eventually emerging as 

victors. Well done to everyone who 

took part; you were all winners really!  

The final results were: 

Scurry Run 

1st - Billy & Lucy 

2nd - Sarah & Izzy 

3rd - Ian & Sammy 

4th - Philip & Meg 

 

Water Bobbing for Toys 

1st - Sue & Brook 

2nd = Bronwyn & Sam 
       = Belinda & Connie 

 

Tunnel Knockout 

1st - Bronwyn & Sam 

2nd - Ian & Sammy 

3rd - Billy & Lucy 

4th - Sarah & Izzy 

 

We decided to donate all of the money 

collected to Irish Retriever Rescue, and a 

total of £28 pounds was raised from a 

small entrance fee, and a further £15.65 

was raised through the generous donations 

given for slices of Rachelõs homemade 

cakes, so many thanks to you all. 

 

Huge thanks to all of you who braved the 

chance of showers and came out to sup-

port us, I was delighted with the turnout 

and hope you all enjoyed yourselves, I 

certainly did! I hope to do something simi-

lar next year, and look forward to seeing 

you all there! 

 

Enjoy the pics, more can be found in 

colour on our website. If you happen to 

have any more you took yourselves, Iõd 

love to see them!  

Meet the Old Lady!... 
and a few short walks, but the volume is still as loud as 

it always was! While her body has started to succumb 

to the ravages of time, no-one has told her brain that 

sheõs getting a bit old, and she still likes to try to 

charge around like she always did, and would still join 

in with a bit of agility if only she had the co-ordination!  

Sheõs always preferred people to dogs, and her and 

Finn have an interesting relationship where both com-

pletely ignore the existence of the other, but she does 

quite like the cats! Sheõs a funny old lady, but much 

loved. So Happy 16th Birthday to Cassie! 

Most of you have met my handsome Finn by now, but 

few of you have met my lovely old lady, so Iõd like to 

introduce you all to Cassie, my beautiful but slightly 

senile Collie! She celebrated her 16th Birthday on the 

6th of June, making her our familyõs oldest lived dog. 

Cassie was my 11th Birthday present, and I took her 

training every week for years, spending most week-

ends competing at agility shows with her. She was 

always a bit unpredictable in the agility ring, but when  

she got it right she always took home a trophy. Sheõs 

always been fairly noisy, barking her way around the 

agility ring. Now her barking is limited to the garden 


